Readings For November 2018

Sunday 4" November 2018

Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Moses said to Israel:

The LorD told me to give you these laws and teachings, so you can obey
them in the land he is giving you. Soon you will cross the Jordan River
and take that land. And if you and your descendants want to live a long
time, you must always worship the LOrRD and obey his laws. Pay attention,
Israel! Our ancestors worshiped the LorD, and he promised to give us this
land that is rich with milk and honey. Be careful to obey him, and you will
become a successful and powerful nation.

Listen, Israel! The LORD our God is the only true God! So love the LORD
your God with all your heart, soul, and strength. Memorize his laws and
tell them to your children over and over again. Talk about them all the
time, whether you’re at home or walking along the road or going to bed
at night, or getting up in the morning. Write down copies and tie them to
your wrists and foreheads to help you obey them. Write these laws on the
door frames of your homes and on your town gates.

Hebrews 9:11-14

Christ came as the high priest of the good things that are now here. He
also went into a much better tent that wasn’t made by humans and that
doesn’t belong to this world. Then Christ went once for all into the most
holy place and freed us from sin forever. He did this by offering his own
blood instead of the blood of goats and bulls.



According to the Law of Moses, those people who become unclean are not
fit to worship God. Yet they will be considered clean, if they are sprinkled
with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a sacrificed

calf. But Christ was sinless, and he offered himself as an eternal and
spiritual sacrifice to God. That’s why his blood is much more powerful and
makes our consciences clear. Now we can serve the living God and no
longer do things that lead to death.

Mark 12:28-34

One of the teachers of the Law of Moses came up while Jesus and the
Sadducees were arguing. When he heard Jesus give a good answer, he
asked him, "What is the most important commandment?”

Jesus answered, "The most important one says: ‘People of Israel, you
have only one Lord and God. You must love him with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength.’ The second most important commandment says:
‘Love others as much as you love yourself.” No other commandment is
more important than these.”

The man replied, “Teacher, you are certainly right to say there is only one
God. It is also true that we must love God with all our heart, mind, and
strength, and that we must love others as much as we love ourselves.
These commandments are more important than all the sacrifices and
offerings that we could possibly make.”

When Jesus saw that the man had given a sensible answer, he told him,
“You are not far from God’s kingdom.” After this, no one dared ask Jesus
any more questions.
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Sunday 11™ November 2018 Remembrance Sunday

Jonah 3:1-5 .10

Once again the LorD told Jonah to go to that great city of Nineveh and
preach his message of doom.

Jonah obeyed the LoRD and went to Nineveh. The city was so big that it
took three days just to walk through it. After walking for a day, Jonah
warned the people, “Forty days from now, Nineveh will be destroyed!”

They believed God’s message and set a time when they would go without
eating to show their sorrow. Then everyone in the city, no matter who
they were, dressed in sackcloth.

When God saw that the people had stopped doing evil things, he had pity and
did not destroy them as he had planned.

Hebrews 9:21-28

Moses also sprinkled blood on the tent and on everything else that was
used in worship. The Law says that almost everything must be sprinkled
with blood, and no sins can be forgiven unless blood is offered.

These things are only copies of what is in heaven, and so they had to be
made holy by these ceremonies. But the real things in heaven must be
made holy by something better. This is why Christ did not go into a tent
that had been made by humans and was only a copy of the real one.
Instead, he went into heaven and is now there with God to help us.

Christ did not have to offer himself many times. He wasn’t like a high
priest who goes into the most holy place each year to offer the blood of
an animal. If he had offered himself every year, he would have suffered
many times since the creation of the world. But instead, near the end of
time he offered himself once and for all, so that he could be a sacrifice
that does away with sin.

We die only once, and then we are judged. So Christ died only once to
take away the sins of many people. But when he comes again, it will not
be to take away sin. He will come to save everyone who is waiting for
him.



Mark 1:14-20

After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee and told the good news
that comes from God. He said, “"The time has come! God’s kingdom will
soon be here. Turn back to God and believe the good news!”

As Jesus was walking along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew. They were fishermen and were casting their nets into
the lake. Jesus said to them, "Come with me! I will teach you how to
bring in people instead of fish.” Right then the two brothers dropped their
nets and went with him.

Jesus walked on and soon saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee.
They were in a boat, mending their nets. At once Jesus asked them to
come with him. They left their father in the boat with the hired workers
and went with him.
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Sunday 18™ Novemeber 2018

Daniel 12:1-3

Michael, the chief of the angels, is the protector of your people, and he
will come at a time of terrible suffering, the worst in all of history. And
your people who have their names written in The Book will be

protected. Many of those who lie dead in the ground will rise from death.
Some of them will be given eternal life, and others will receive nothing
but eternal shame and disgrace. Everyone who has been wise will shine



as bright as the sky above, and everyone who has led others to please
God will shine like the stars.

Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25

The priests do their work each day, and they keep on offering sacrifices
that can never take away sins. But Christ offered himself as a sacrifice
that is good forever. Now he is sitting at God’s right side, and he will stay
there until his enemies are put under his power. By his one sacrifice he
has forever set free from sin the people he brings to God.

My friends, the blood of Jesus gives us courage to enter the most holy place by a
new way that leads to life! And this way takes us through the curtain that is
Christ himself.

We have a great high priest who is in charge of God’s house. So let’s
come near God with pure hearts and a confidence that comes from having
faith. Let’s keep our hearts pure, our consciences free from evil, and our
bodies washed with clean water. We must hold tightly to the hope that we
say is ours. After all, we can trust the one who made the agreement with
us. We should keep on encouraging each other to be thoughtful and to do
helpful things. Some people have gotten out of the habit of meeting for
worship, but we must not do that. We should keep on encouraging each
other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s coming is
getting closer.

Mark 13:1-8

As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look at these beautiful stones and wonderful buildings!”

Jesus replied, “Do you see these huge buildings? They will certainly be

18/11/2018



torn down! Not one stone will be left in place.”

Later, as Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives across from the temple,
Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to him in private. They asked,
“When will these things happen? What will be the sign that they are about
to take place?”

Jesus answered:

Watch out and don’t let anyone fool you! Many will come and claim to be
me. They will use my name and fool many people.

When you hear about wars and threats of wars, don’t be afraid. These
things will have to happen first, but that isn’t the end. Nations and
kingdoms will go to war against each other. There will be earthquakes in
many places, and people will starve to death. But this is just the
beginning of troubles.

Sunday 25" November 2018

Daniel 7:9-10 ,13-14

Daniel wrote:

Thrones were set up
while I was watching,

and the Eternal God
took his place.

His clothing and his hair
were white as snow.

His throne was a blazing fire
with fiery wheels,

and flames were dashing out
from all around him.



Countless thousands

were standing there
to serve him.

The time of judgment began,
and the books were opened.

As I continued to watch the vision that night,

I saw what looked like
a son of man
coming with the clouds of heaven,
and he was presented
to the Eternal God.
He was crowned king
and given power and glory,
so that all people
of every nation and race
would serve him.
He will rule forever,
and his kingdom is eternal,
never to be destroyed.

Revelation 1:4-8

From John to the seven churches in Asia.
I pray that you
will be blessed
with kindness and peace
from God, who is and was
and is coming.
May you receive
kindness and peace
from the seven spirits
before the throne of God.
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May kindness and peace
be yours

from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness.

Jesus was the first
to conquer death,
and he is the ruler
of all earthly kings.
Christ loves us,
and by his blood
he set us free
from our sins.
He lets us rule as kings
and serve God his Father
as priests.
To him be glory and power
forever and ever! Amen.
Look! He is coming
with the clouds.
Everyone will see him,
even the ones who stuck
a sword through him.
All people on earth
will weep because of him.
Yes, it will happen! Amen.

The Lord God says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the one who is and was and
is coming. I am God All-Powerful!”
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John 18:33-37

Pilate then went back inside. He called Jesus over and asked, “Are you the
king of the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Are you asking this on your own or did someone tell you
about me?”

“You know I'm not a Jew!” Pilate said. “Your own people and the chief
priests brought you to me. What have you done?”

Jesus answered, "My kingdom doesn’t belong to this world. If it did, my
followers would have fought to keep me from being handed over to the
Jewish leaders. No, my kingdom doesn’t belong to this world.”

“So you are a king,” Pilate replied.

“You are saying that I am a king,” Jesus told him. “I was born into this
world to tell about the truth. And everyone who belongs to the truth
knows my voice.”
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