Readings For October 2018

Sunday 7" October 2018

Job 1:1,2:1-10

Many years ago, a man named Job lived in the land of Uz. He was a truly
good person, who respected God and refused to do evil.

When the angels gathered around the LORD again, Satan was there with
them, and the LorD asked, “Satan, where have you been?”

Satan replied, “I have been going all over the earth.”

Then the LorD asked, "What do you think of my servant Job? No one on
earth is like him—he is a truly good person, who respects me and refuses
to do evil. And he hasn’t changed, even though you persuaded me to
destroy him for no reason.”

Satan answered, “There’s no pain like your own. People will do anything
to stay alive. Try striking Job’s own body with pain, and he will curse you
to your face.”

“All right!” the LorD replied. “"Make Job suffer as much as you want, but
just don't kill him.” Satan left and caused painful sores to break out all
over Job’s body—from head to toe.

Then Job sat on the ash-heap to show his sorrow. And while he was
scraping his sores with a broken piece of pottery, his wife asked, *“Why do
you still trust God? Why don’t you curse him and die?”

Job replied, “"Don't talk like a fool! If we accept blessings from God, we
must accept trouble as well.” In all that happened, Job never once said
anything against God.
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Hebrews 1:1-4:2:5-12

Long ago in many ways and at many times God’s prophets spoke his
message to our ancestors. But now at last, God sent his Son to bring his
message to us. God created the universe by his Son, and everything will
someday belong to the Son. God’s Son has all the brightness of God’s
own glory and is like him in every way. By his own mighty word, he holds
the universe together.

After the Son had washed away our sins, he sat down at the right side of
the glorious God in heaven. He had become much greater than the
angels, and the name he was given is far greater than any of theirs.

We know that God did not put the future world under the power of
angels. Somewhere in the Scriptures someone says to God,

“"What makes you care
about us humans?
Why are you concerned
for weaklings such as we?
You made us lower
than the angels
for a while.
Yet you have crowned us
with glory and honour.
And you have put everything
under our power!”

God has put everything under our power and has not left anything out of
our power. But we still don’t see it all under our power. What we do see is
Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels. Because of
God’s wonderful kindness, Jesus died for everyone. And now that Jesus
has suffered and died, he is crowned with glory and honour!

Everything belongs to God, and all things were created by his power. So
God did the right thing when he made Jesus perfect by suffering, as Jesus
led many of God’s children to be saved and to share in his glory. Jesus
and the people he makes holy all belong to the same family. That is why
he isn't ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters. He even said to
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God, "I will tell them your name
and sing your praises

when they come together
to worship.”

Mark 10:2-16

Some Pharisees wanted to test Jesus. So they came up to him and asked
if it was right for a man to divorce his wife. Jesus asked them, “What does
the Law of Moses say about that?”

They answered, "Moses allows a man to write out divorce papers and
send his wife away.”

Jesus replied, “"Moses gave you this law because you are so heartless. But
in the beginning God made a man and a woman. That's why a man leaves
his father and mother and gets married. He becomes like one person with
his wife. Then they are no longer two people, but one. And no one should
separate a couple that God has joined together.”

When Jesus and his disciples were back in the house, they asked him
about what he had said. He told them, “A man who divorces his wife and
marries someone else is unfaithful to his wife. A woman who divorces her
husband and marries again is also unfaithful.”

Some people brought their children to Jesus so that he could bless them
by placing his hands on them. But his disciples told the people to stop
bothering him.

When Jesus saw this, he became angry and said, “Let the children come
to me! Don't try to stop them. People who are like these little children
belong to the kingdom of God. I promise you that you cannot get into
God’s kingdom, unless you accept it the way a child does.” Then Jesus
took the children in his arms and blessed them by placing his hands on
them.
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Sunday 14 October 2018

Job 23:1-9,16-17

Job’s Reply to Eliphaz
Job said:

Today I complain bitterly,
because God has been cruel
and made me suffer.
If I knew where to find God,
I would go there
and argue my case.
Then I would discover
what he wanted to say.
Would he overwhelm me
with his greatness?
No! He would listen
because I am innocent,
and he would say,
“I now set you free!”

I cannot find God anywhere—

in front or back of me,
to my left or my right.

God is always at work,
though I never see him.
makes me tremble with fear.

God has covered me

with darkness,
but I refuse to be silent.



Hebrews 4:12-16

What God has said isn’t only alive and active! It is sharper than any
double-edged sword. His word can cut through our spirits and souls and
through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and thoughts
of our hearts. Nothing is hidden from God! He sees through everything,
and we will have to tell him the truth.

We have a great high priest, who has gone into heaven, and he is Jesus
the Son of God. That is why we must hold on to what we have said about
him. Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempted
in every way that we are. But he did not sin! So whenever we are in
need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God.
There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find

Mark 10:17-31

As Jesus was walking down a road, a man ran up to him. He knelt down,
and asked, “"Good teacher, what can I do to have eternal life?”

Jesus replied, *“Why do you call me good? Only God is good. You know the
commandments. ‘Do not murder. Be faithful in marriage. Do not steal. Do
not tell lies about others. Do not cheat. Respect your father and mother.”

The man answered, “"Teacher, I have obeyed all these commandments
since I was a young man.”

Jesus looked closely at the man. He liked him and said, “"There’s one thing
you still need to do. Go sell everything you own. Give the money to the
poor, and you will have riches in heaven. Then come with me.”

When the man heard Jesus say this, he went away gloomy and sad
because he was very rich.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “It’s hard for rich people to
get into God’s kingdom!” The disciples were shocked to hear this. So
Jesus told them again, “It’s terribly hard to get into God’s kingdom! In
fact, it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
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Rich person to get into God’s kingdom.”

Jesus' disciples were even more amazed. They asked each other, *How
can anyone ever be saved?”

Jesus looked at them and said, “There are some things that people cannot
do, but God can do anything.”

Peter replied, "Remember, we left everything to be your followers!”
Jesus told him:

You can be sure that anyone who gives up home or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or land for me and for the good news will be
rewarded. In this world they will be given a hundred times as many
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and pieces of
land, though they will also be mistreated. And in the world to come, they
will have eternal life. But many who are now first will be last, and many
who are now last will be first.
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Sunday21st October 2018

Job 38:1-7

The LoRD Speaks

From out of a storm,
the LORD said to Job:
Why do you talk so much
when you know so little?
Now get ready to face me!
Can you answer
the questions I ask?
How did I lay the foundation
for the earth?
Were you there?



Doubtless you know who decided
its length and width.

What supports the foundation?

Who placed the cornerstone,
while morning stars sang,
and angels rejoiced?

Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest is appointed to help others by offering gifts and
sacrifices to God because of their sins. A high priest has weaknesses of
his own, and he feels sorry for foolish and sinful people. That is why he
must offer sacrifices for his own sins and for the sins of others. But no
one can have the honour of being a high priest simply by wanting to be
one. Only God can choose a priest, and God is the one who chose Aaron.

That is how it was with Christ. He became a high priest, but not just
because he wanted the honour of being one. It was God who told him,

“You are my Son, because today
I have become your Father!”

In another place, God says,

“You are a priest forever
just like Melchizedek.”

God had the power to save Jesus from death. And while Jesus was on
earth, he begged God with loud crying and tears to save him. He truly
worshiped God, and God listened to his prayers. Jesus is God’s own Son,
but still he had to suffer before he could learn what it really means to
obey God. Suffering made Jesus perfect, and now he can save forever all
who obey him. This is because God chose him to be a high priest like
Melchizedek.
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Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus and asked,
“Teacher, will you do us a favour?”

Jesus asked them what they wanted, and they answered, “When you
come into your glory, please let one of us sit at your right side and the
other at your left.”

Jesus told them, “You don't really know what you’re asking! Are you able
to drink from the cup that I must soon drink from or be baptized as I
must be baptized?”

“Yes, we are!” James and John answered.

Then Jesus replied, “You certainly will drink from the cup from which I
must drink. And you will be baptized just as I must! But it isn't for me to
say who will sit at my right side and at my left. That is for God to decide.”

When the ten other disciples heard this, they were angry with James and
John. But Jesus called the disciples together and said:

You know that those foreigners who call themselves kings like to order
their people around. And their great leaders have full power over the
people they rule. But don't act like them. If you want to be great, you
must be the servant of all the others. And if you want to be first, you
must be everyone’s slave. The Son of Man did not come to be a slave
master, but a slave who will give his life to rescue many people.

21/10/2018




Sunday 28™ October 2018

Job 42:1-6, 10-17

Job’s Reply to the LORD
Job said:

No one can oppose you,
because you have the power
to do what you want.
You asked why I talk so much
when I know so little.
I have talked about things
that are far beyond
my understanding.
You told me to listen
and answer your questions.
I heard about you from others;
now I have seen you
with my own eyes.
That’s why I hate myself
and sit here in dust and ashes
to show my sorrow.

After Job had prayed for his three friends, the LOrRD made Job twice as
rich as he had been before. Then Job gave a feast for his brothers and
sisters and for his old friends. They expressed their sorrow for the
suffering the LORD had brought on him, and they each gave Job some
silver and a gold ring.

The LORD now blessed Job more than ever; he gave him fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand pair of oxen, and a
thousand donkeys.

In addition to seven sons, Job had three daughters, whose names were
Jemimah, Keziah, and Keren Happuch. They were the most beautiful
women in that part of the world, and Job gave them shares of his
property, along with their brothers.



Job lived for another one hundred forty years—long enough to see his
great-grandchildren have children of their own— and when he finally died,
he was very old.

Hebrews 7:23-28

There have been a lot of other priests, and all of them have died. But
Jesus will never die, and so he will be a priest forever! He is forever able
to save the people he leads to God, because he always lives to speak to
God for them.

Jesus is the high priest we need. He is holy and innocent and faultless,
and not at all like us sinners. Jesus is honoured above all beings in
heaven, and he is better than any other high priest. Jesus doesn’t need to
offer sacrifices each day for his own sins and then for the sins of the
people. He offered a sacrifice once for all, when he gave himself. The Law
appoints priests who have weaknesses. But God’s promise, which came
later than the Law, appoints his Son. And he is the perfect high priest
forever.

Mark 10:46-52

Jesus and his disciples went to Jericho. And as they were leaving, they
were followed by a large crowd. A blind beggar by the name of
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus was sitting beside the road. When he heard
that it was Jesus from Nazareth, he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have
pity on me!” Many people told the man to stop, but he shouted even
louder, “Son of David, have pity on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him over!”



They called out to the blind man and said, "Don’t be afraid! Come on! He

is calling for you.” The man threw off his coat as he jumped up and ran to
Jesus.

Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”
The blind man answered, “"Master, I want to see!”
Jesus told him, “You may go. Your eyes are healed because of your faith.”

Right away the man could see, and he went down the road with Jesus.



