Readings for November 2019

Sunday 3rd November
Isaiah 1:10-18
You are no better
than the leaders and people
of Sodom and Gomorrah!
So listen to the LORD God:
“Your sacrifices
mean nothing to me.
I am sick of your offerings
of rams and choice cattle;
I don’t like the blood
of bulls or lambs or goats.
“Who asked you to bring all this
when you come to worship me?
Stay out of my temple!
Your sacrifices are worthless,
and incense is disgusting.
I can’t stand the evil you do
on your New Moon Festivals
or on your Sabbaths
and other times of worship.
I hate your New Moon Festivals
and all others as well.
They are a heavy burden
I am tired of carrying.
“No matter how much you pray,
I won’t listen.
You are too violent.
Wash yourselves clean!

I am disgusted
with your filthy deeds.
Stop doing wrong
and learn to live right.
See that justice is done.
Defend widows and orphans
and help those in need.”
I, the LORD, invite you
to come and talk it over.
Your sins are scarlet red,
but they will be whiter
than snow or wool.

2 Thessalonians 1
From Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
To the church in Thessalonica, the people of God our Father and of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
I pray that God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will be kind to you
and will bless you with peace!
My dear friends, we always have good reason to thank God for you,
because your faith in God and your love for each other keep growing all
the time. That’s why we brag about you to all of God’s churches. We tell
them how patient you are and how you keep on having faith, even though
you are going through a lot of trouble and suffering.
All of this shows that God judges fairly and that he is making you fit to
share in his kingdom for which you are suffering. It is only right for God
to punish everyone who is causing you trouble, but he will give you relief

from your troubles. He will do the same for us, when the Lord Jesus
comes from heaven with his powerful angels and with a flaming fire.
Our Lord Jesus will punish anyone who doesn’t know God and won’t obey
his message. Their punishment will be eternal destruction, and they will
be kept far from the presence of our Lord and his glorious strength. This
will happen on that day when the Lord returns to be praised and
honoured by all who have faith in him and belong to him. This includes
you, because you believed what we said.
God chose you, and we keep praying that God will make you worthy of
being his people. We pray for God’s power to help you do all the good
things that you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to
do. Then, because God and our Lord Jesus Christ are so kind, you will
bring honour to the name of our Lord Jesus, and he will bring honour to
you.

Luke 19:1-10
Jesus was going through Jericho, where a man named Zacchaeus lived.
He was in charge of collecting taxes and was very rich. Jesus was heading
his way, and Zacchaeus wanted to see what he was like. But Zacchaeus
was a short man and could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree.
When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry down! I
want to stay with you today.” Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly
welcomed Jesus.
Everyone who saw this started grumbling, “This man Zacchaeus is a
sinner! And Jesus is going home to eat with him.”
Later that day Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of
my property to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as muchto
everyone I have ever cheated.”

Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today you and your family have been saved,
because you are a true son of Abraham. The Son of Man came to look for
and to save people who are lost.”

Sunday10th November 2019 Remembrance Sunday

Job 19:23-27
I wish that my words
could be written down
or chiselled into rock.
I know that my Saviour lives,
and at the end
he will stand on this earth.
My flesh may be destroyed,
yet from this body
I will see God.
Yes, I will see him for myself,
and I long for that moment.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
When our Lord Jesus returns, we will be gathered up to meet him. So I
ask you, my friends, not to be easily upset or disturbed by people who
claim that the Lord has already come. They may say that they heard this
directly from the Holy Spirit, or from someone else, or even that they

read it in one of our letters. But don’t be fooled! People will rebel against
God. Then before the Lord returns, the wicked one who is doomed to be
destroyed will appear. He will brag and oppose everything that is holy or
sacred. He will even sit in God’s temple and claim to be God. Don’t you
remember that I told you this while I was still with you?
When our Lord Jesus returns, we will be gathered up to meet him. So I
ask you, my friends, not to be easily upset or disturbed by people who
claim that the Lord has already come. They may say that they heard this
directly from the Holy Spirit, or from someone else, or even that they
read it in one of our letters. But don’t be fooled! People will rebel against
God. Then before the Lord returns, the wicked one who is doomed to be
destroyed will appear. He will brag and oppose everything that is holy or
sacred. He will even sit in God’s temple and claim to be God. Don’t you
remember that I told you this while I was still with you?

Sunday 17th November
Malachi 4:1-2
The LORD said:
The day of judgment is certain to come. And it will be like a red-hot
furnace with flames that burn up proud and sinful people, as though they
were straw. Not a branch or a root will be left. I, the LORD All-Powerful,
have spoken! But for you that honour my name, victory will shine like the
sun with healing in its rays, and you will jump around like calves at play.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
My dear friends, in the name of the Lord Jesus, I beg you not to have
anything to do with any of your people who loaf around and refuse to
obey the instructions we gave you. You surely know that you should
follow our example. We didn’t waste our time loafing, and we didn’t
accept food from anyone without paying for it. We didn’t want to be a
burden to any of you, so night and day we worked as hard as we could.
We had the right not to work, but we wanted to set an example for
you. We also gave you the rule that if you don’t work, you don’t eat. Now
we learn that some of you just loaf around and won’t do any work, except
the work of a busybody. So, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, we ask
and beg these people to settle down and start working for a living. Dear
friends, you must never become tired of doing right.

Luke 21:5-19
Some people were talking about the beautiful stones used to build the
temple and about the gifts that had been placed in it. Jesus said, “Do you
see these stones? The time is coming when not one of them will be left in
place. They will all be knocked down.”
Some people asked, “Teacher, when will all this happen? How can we
know when these things are about to take place?”
Jesus replied:
Don’t be fooled by those who will come and claim to be me. They will say,
“I am Christ!” and “Now is the time!” But don’t follow them. When you
hear about wars and riots, don’t be afraid. These things will have to
happen first, but that isn’t the end.

Nations will go to war against one another, and kingdoms will attack each
other. There will be great earthquakes, and in many places people will
starve to death and suffer terrible diseases. All sorts of frightening things
will be seen in the sky.
Before all this happens, you will be arrested and punished. You will be
tried in your meeting places and put in jail. Because of me you will be
placed on trial before kings and governors. But this will be your chance to
tell about your faith.
Don’t worry about what you will say to defend yourselves. I will give you
the wisdom to know what to say. None of your enemies will be able to
oppose you or to say that you are wrong. You will be betrayed by your
own parents, brothers, family, and friends. Some of you will even be
killed. Because of me, you will be hated by everyone. But don’t
worry! You will be saved by being faithful to me.

Sunday 24th November Christ the King
Jeremiah 23:1-6
The LORD said:
You leaders of my people are like shepherds that kill and scatter the
sheep. You were supposed to take care of my people, but instead you
chased them away. So now I’ll really take care of you, and believe me,
you will pay for your crimes!
I will bring the rest of my people home from the lands where I have
scattered them, and they will grow into a mighty nation. I promise to
choose leaders who will care for them like real shepherds. All of my
people will be there, and they will never again be frightened.

Someday I will appoint
an honest king
from the family of David,
a king who will be wise
and rule with justice.
As long as he is king,
Israel will have peace,
and Judah will be safe.
The name of this king will be
“The LORD Gives Justice.”

Colossians 1:11-20
His glorious power will make you patient and strong enough to endure
anything, and you will be truly happy.
I pray that you will be grateful to God for letting you have part in what he
has promised his people in the kingdom of light. God rescued us from the
dark power of Satan and brought us into the kingdom of his dear
Son, who forgives our sins and sets us free.
Christ is exactly like God,
who cannot be seen.
He is the first-born Son,
superior to all creation.
Everything was created by him,
everything in heaven
and on earth,
everything seen and unseen,
including all forces
and powers,
and all rulers
and authorities.
All things were created
by God’s Son,

and everything was made
for him.
God’s Son was before all else,
and by him everything
is held together.
He is the head of his body,
which is the church.
He is the very beginning,
the first to be raised
from death,
so that he would be
above all others.
God himself was pleased
to live fully in his Son.
And God was pleased
for him to make peace
by sacrificing his blood
on the cross,
so that all beings in heaven
and on earth
would be brought back to God.

Luke 23:33-43
When the soldiers came to the place called “The Skull,” they nailed Jesus
to a cross. They also nailed the two criminals to crosses, one on each side
of Jesus.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive these people! They don’t know what they’re
doing.”
While the crowd stood there watching Jesus, the soldiers gambled for his
clothes. The leaders insulted him by saying, “He saved others. Now he
should save himself, if he really is God’s chosen Messiah!”

The soldiers made fun of Jesus and brought him some wine. They said, “If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!”
Above him was a sign that said, “This is the King of the Jews.”
One of the criminals hanging there also insulted Jesus by saying, “Aren’t
you the Messiah? Save yourself and save us!”
But the other criminal told the first one off, “Don’t you fear God? Aren’t
you getting the same punishment as this man? We got what was coming
to us, but he didn’t do anything wrong.” Then he said to Jesus,
“Remember me when you come into power!”
Jesus replied, “I promise that today you will be with me in paradise.”

